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If we are to plen on 
ascale end of a quality 
that will meet the prob- 
lems of our time we must 
have planners whoare ecual 
‘to the magnitude and com- 
| plexity of the task.I shall 
' merely record my concep- 
tion of whet it takes: 

l. The planner must, of 
course, have technicsel com- 
petence. He must know the 
facts of life and he must 
teve mastered the techniques 
of analysis end synthesis. 
2. He must have courege 
and steadfastness of pur- 
pose. 

3, He must have personal 
integrity and be able to 
resist the temptation to 
prostitute hinself by the 
lure of gold or fame or 
power to the wiles of those 
who happen to possess gold 
' or fame or power. 

4. He must be responsible 
to himself,to his profes- 
sion and to the community. 
5. He must love his fel- 
low men - not merely the 
rich and the great, but all 
his fellow men regardless 
of race,creed or station in 
life and he must consider 
the equal cleims of all. 
6. He must cultivate hu- 
mility and be willing to 
acknowledge what he doesn't 
know and let others teke 
credit for what he does. 
7. Hemust believe in pro- 
gress.He must bea conserv- 
ative in the sense of seek- 
ing to conservethe best of 


THE PLANNER'S CREED 
by Louis Wirth 








NEW OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF ASPO 


The following officers and directors of the 
American Society of Planning Officials were 
elected at the annual business meeting of mem- 
bers, held in Cincinneti on May 7: 

President: Charles B. Bennett, City Plan- 
ning Director, Los Angeles Department of City 
Planning. 

Vice-President: Rafael Picd,Chairman, Puer- 
to Rico Planning, Urbanizing and Zoning Board. 

Treasurer: Charles S. Ascher,Consultant to 
UNESCO, Paris, France. 

Directors, terms expiring 1950: Frederick 
J. Adams, Chairman, Cambridge City Planning Com- 
mission,Cambridge, Massachusetts; L. P. Cooking- 
ham, City Manager,Kansas City, Missouri; John T. 
Howard, Plenning Director, City Plan Commission, 
Clevelend, Ohio. 








NEW OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF ASPDA 


The officers of the Association of State 
Plenning and Development Agencies elected at the 
business meeting held in Cincinnati on May 9 are: 

President: Raymond V. Long, Director, Vir- 
ginie Stete Planning Board, Richmond. 

Vice-President: Hugh Denney,Director, Mis- 
souri Stete Division of Resources and Develop- 
ment, Jefferson City. 

Vice-President: Kenneth L. Schellie,Direc- 
tor, Indiana Economic Council, Indianapolis. 

Board of Directors: Don C. Weeks,Director, 
Michigan Planning Commission, Lansing; Hayden B. 
Johnson,Executive Director,Tennessee Stute Plan- 
ning Board,Nashville;Francis A. Pitkin,Fxecutive 











Director,Pennsylvenia State Planning Board, Har- 


risburg; Hendrix Lackey, Director, Arkansas Re- 
sources end Development Commission, Little Rock; 
Sidney A. Edwards, Managing Director, Connecti- 
cut Development Commission,Hartford; A.h.K. Bun- 
nell, Community Planning Branch, Ontario Depart- 
ment of Planning and Development, Toronto, Canada. 








what is; e radical in the 
sense of daring to transcend 
the limitations and frus- 
trations of the present. 
8. He must be patient 
without being supine. He 
must have an apprecistion 
of sociel values without 
blithely accepting estab- 
lished dogmas. 
9. He must have a disci- 
plined imagination which 
leads him continuously to 
push out the frontiers of 
the possible without los- 
ing himself in the pursuit 
of the endof the rainbow. 
10. He must learn to see 
further and deeper than 
those who have not presumed, 
as he has, to play the re- 
sponsible and dangerous 
roleof counsellor of men, 
of communities, of states 
and nations, and he must 
see things in their togeth- 
erness. He must sense and 
be willing and able to 
trace the longer-range and 
less obvious implications 
of trends and of acticns 
and he must be constantly 
aware that a _ change in 
any part of this complex 
world will have repercus- 
sions upon the whole. 
These are some of the 
qualities that must become 
& part of planners and of 
plenning. 
The above quotation is tak- 
en fromthe keynote speech 
presented at the recent 
ASPO National Planning 
Conference in Cincinnati. 














HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE NATIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE 


Four hundred people came to Cincinnati on 
May 5-9 to attend the National Planning Confer- 
ence of the American Societyof Planning Offi- 
ciels and the Second Annual Conference of the 
Association of Stete Planning and Development 
Agencies. The conference was opened and the 
delegetes officielly welcomed by L. P. Cook- 
ingham, President of the American Society of 
Plenning Officials and City Manager of Kansas 
City. 

Simultaneous sessions were scheduled on 
all three daysof the ASPO meeting in order to 
cover 6s many as possibleof the subjects sug- 
gested by the members, whose preference seems 
to be for a "working" conference. Even so, 
extra sessions on some topicswere arranged at 
the last minute to meet the demand. 

The ASPDA conference was notable for the 
presence of many important federal officials, 
among them the Undersecretary of Commerce and 
the Director of the Census Bureau. 

At the ASPO meeting planners came from 
every section of the United States,from Canada, 
Puerto Rico, Uruguay and Peru. Twenty-six 
state agencies sent representetives to the 
ASPDA conference. 

Last year's conference in New York City 
carried an undercurrent of excitement which was, 
perhaps, missing this year. It had been the first 
full dress planning conference since the close of 
the war and post-war plans were urgent topics.This 
year, however, planners and planning officials re- 
flected in their discussions the hard, day-to-day 
routine of putting those plans into operation. 

Their responsibility was brilliantly set before 
therm by Louis Wirth, part of whose keynote speech 
appears on the first page of this News Letter."The 
American ,;evple," said Mr.Wirth, "are restless and 
bewildered. They seem not to know what they want, 
but they are pretty certain they don't like what 
they have. Under these circumstances it is appro- 
priate that some thought be devoted at least by men 
and women who have dared to choose planningas their 
calling to the shape of things to come." 

After inquiring into the functions of govern- 
ment in relation to the needs of men under present 
and probable future conditions, Mr. Wirth stated 
that, "The initial difficulty with plenning,as with 
other forms of rational action, lies in the fact 
that manyof the goals which people seek to achieve 
are vague and amorphous.When we insist that 'plan- 
ning is for people,' I take it we mean that plan- 
ning starts with the desires,wishes, hopes, fears, 
needs and aspirations of men. These goals do not 
lie around waiting to be picked up. They must be 
ascertained through contact and intimate knowledge 
of what is in men's minds and in their hearts. Es- 
pecially in a democracy, goals cannot be superinm- 
posed.They must be inferred from all the available 
data concerning people and the community in question. 
The first step in planning,therefore,is the attempt 
to define these goals and make them explicit." 

But,said Mr. Wirth, "there is the further and 
more difficult task before the planner of reconcil- 
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PLANNERS AT THE COMPASS POINTS 


Walter H. Blucher, ASPO; Frederick J. Adams, Cambridge; 
Frank F. Stearns, Miami; Charles B. Bennett, Los Angeles; 
Rafael Pico, Puerto Rico; Joshua H. Vogel, Seattle. 


ing the differentand sometimes mutually contradic- 
tory ends which the same people seek. I suspect we 
all want order; but we want progress too. It may 
not be possible to have both.We all want security; 
but we want freedom too. The one may be had only 
at the price of sacrificing some of the other. . . 
I believe that men must live before they can live 
for great purposes; that they can only strive for 
full self-development,exercise full initiative and 
enjoy genuine freedom when theyhave a secure floor 
under their existence. . .Genuine freedom in a con- 
plex society is possible only under effective con- 
trol. . .We must’ be prepared in a dynamic society 
to accept new areasof controlin order to establish 
new freedoms. Only a few things are inevitable in 
this world. Social and economic trends are not in- 
evitable.Between the impossible and the inevitable 
there lies the wide range of the feasible. That is 
the area where planning must operate." 

The "young planners," who met in a number of 
informal sessions at last year's conference and who 
had scheduled sessions devoted totheir interests at 
the 1947 meeting, apparently agree wholeheartedly 
with Mr.Wirth's description of the challenge which 
lies before the planning profession. A statement 
of principles adopted by them after a series of ses- 
sions, is reproduced on another page. This "wing" 
of the profession represents groups in Chicago,New 
York, Cambridge,Texas, Florida, North Carolina and 
San Francisco,whose membership is composed of plan- 
ners,sociologists,economists,pullic health experts, 
educators,end students in these and related fields. 
The word "young" has been dropped from their group 
designations since membershipis not based on chro- 
nological age.Provocative papers from these groups 
were presented at the session on "What the Young 
Planners Want" by Minnie Speiglman (Chicago) ,Henry 
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Cohen (New York), Martin Meyerson for Kelvin Lynch 
(Boston), Donald Monson (Detroit),and J. R. McCer- 
thy (San Francisco). 

Two of the most popular features on the con- 
ference program were the question-and-ansvwer ses- 
sicns on zoning and the plenning problems of small 
communities. The first was directed by William S. 
Fort, an ettorney-et-law in Eugene, Oregon, and 
Hugh R. Pomeroy,Director of the Westchester County 
Tepartment of Planning; the second by J. Franklin 
Bonner, Secretary-Treasurer of the New York State 
Federetionof Official Planning Boards,ably assist- 
ed by Leonard Logan,Director,Institute of Communi- 
ty Development of the University of Oklahoma and 
Joshua H. Vogel,Plenning and Public Works Consult- 
ant, Association of Washington Cities. 

Five men who have been closely connected with 
the development and promotion of Cincinnati's new 
master plen gave a particularized presentation of 
the problems involved and the results achieved so 
far. Since the master planning division was set up 
three years ago, there has been keen interest in 
its work,especially for the fact that the plen was 
to be a metropolitan one,cutting across county and 
even state lines.Messrs. Reeder, Kellogg, McElroy, 
Sesoe and Dill gave a well-integrated picture of 
the whole operation from its inception in 1944. 

British redevelopment plans and new legislation 
designed to effectuate them were ably described 
for American delegates by Harold Spence-Sales,Asso- 
ciete Professor of Architecture at McGill Univer- 
sity,who had worked on the preparation of the Towm 
and Country Planning Bill recently adopted in Great 
Britain. His paper was followed by sound movies of 
war damage and reconstruction plans taken and edited 
by Charles F. Palmer of Atlanta, Georgia. 

Mr.Spence-Sales was frank to comment that "to 
some of the recent town planning developments in 
Britain foreshadow an epoch of distasteful state 
regimentation,;to others they herald the long hoped 
for halcyon days of planning." However, "it is 
generally agreed that the purposes of the bill are 
worthy and honorable and that it boldly sets out to 
accomplish its ends. On the sections dealing with 
the proposed plan- 


on the Hygiene of Housing of the American Public 
Health Associstion,described the housing appraisal 
technique developed by tke committee and operated 
in a number of cities, among them Milwaukee, New 
Haven and Philadeiphia. "To be of basic value," 
said Mr.Solow, "any system for measuring the oual- 
ity of housing must point out with sharpness and 
objectivity the individual substandard dwellings, 
the degree of their substandardness and the charac- 
ter of housing environment." 

Robert B. Mitchell,Director of the Fhiladeiphia 
Plenning Commission, who presided at this session, 
said that in his city they expected to get satis- 
factory results from the eppraisal technique with 
a 20 per cent coverege. 

This year's version of that hardy plenning 
perennial, urben redevelopment, was an interesting 
account of actual redevelopment under way in the 
cities off Indianapolis and Detroit.In Indianapolis, 
according to Otto K. Jensen,Executive Secretary of 
the Redevelopment Commission,a special taxing dis- 
trict was created by state lawto levy taxes to pay 
the redevelopment costs.From sevenor eight blighted 
areas in the city, the Commission selected one of 
178.11 acres, whose population is 1648. The total 
appraisal value is $875,000,compared to an assessed 
value of $504,000. After the preparation of social 
and economic studies,a redevelopment plan was made 
and public hearings held on it. The Commission is 
now in the process of acauiring the land which will 
be resold to individuals for actual rebuilding. 

The Detroit Plen,described by Charles F. Edge- 
comb, Director-Secretary of the Detroit Housing Com- 
mission,involves the city's taking on initial loss 
on land acquisitionand preparationand leter recov- 
ering that loss through increased tax revenues from 
the redeveloped site. The city council has already 
approved acquisition by condemnation of approxi- 
mately 100 acres of slum territory near the heart 
of the city.Basedupon present assessed valuations, 
current market pricesand prior experience with cou~ 
demnation juries,Mr. Edgecomb said "the conclusion 
was reached that the entire area could be acquired 
and cleared at a gross cost of $3,750,000. . .The 


land could be sold 





ning system, there 
is wholehearted ap- 
proval; on compen- 
sation and better- 
ment and the finan- 
ciel clauses,there 
are feelings of mis- 
givings. There is, 
for instance, rumi- 
nation on whether 
it might not have 
been simpler and 
better to have na- 
tionalized the lend 
outright." 

In a session 
on planning stand- 
eardsand techniques, 
Anatole A. Solow, 
Research Associate 
with the Committee 
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—Frank Sohn, Toledo, Ohio 
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munity develop- 
ments. The re- 
maining communi- 
ty investment of 
$1,940,000 will be 
/ more than made up 
by increased tax 
revenues over a 
15-year period. 
Other confer+ 
ence sessions which 
attracted large au- . 
diences were those 
on metropolitan 
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ning, community participation in planning and edu- 
estion for planning. The last named was a further 
discussion by Hugo Leipziger-Pearce,Associate Pro- 
fessor of Architecture at tae University of Texas, 
of the criteria outlinedat last yeur's conference, 
and a detailed account of tae principles recently 
adopted in an outstending report on the subject by 
the Committee on Personnel,Educ+tion and Stundards 
of tne American Institute of Planners. The AIP 
report was presented for discussion by John T.Howard, 
Director of the Cleveiznd Planning Commission, and 
chairman of the committcc. 

Directors of sow: of tue mont successful citi- 
zen organizations in the country discussed their 
programs in a session led b; Walton R. L. Taylor, 
Executive Secretary ofthe Cincinnati Citizens Plan- 
ning Association. Edward D. Connor described the 


HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE NATIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE (Continued) 


and facilitate tne utilization of all resources, 
existing and potential,in such a manner as to most 
nearly ful“ill tne needs of all tne people." provi 

Mr. Denney, after reviewing the responsibili- J 84” 
ties for planning and development in his state, ex of 
gave the case history of a community which served as | ™Y° 
his Division's first guinea pig in the state aiq | Prehs 
program, city. 

At the only scheduled luncheon session of the | * Le 
conference, the speaker was Edward T. Gushee, As- for | 
sistant to the Cheirmanof the Board of the Detroit | %40P' 
Edison Company. The topic of Mr. Gushee's paper - t 
"A Public Utility Favors Planning"-was well chosen, — °™™ 
for the Detroit Edison Company hasa long record of 
support to planning in tae Detroit area.Mr. Gushee Y. 
stressed the importance of having 4 long-range ob- 
ject to our planning - an improved standard of liv- 


work of the Detroit Citizens' dousing and Planning ing coupled with improved avenues of opportunity _ 
Association; Chester for tne individual, 
Ridge,the work of the THE WaTiowar PLANNING ConFfERENcE but warneu arainst ad 
Metropolitan Grand \947 planning which might a 
Rapids Planning Asso- tend to create de- 
cintion; and = Jess Momg , wsdl equ ena apd guia pendency. Sect: 
Gittinger, the work of jor wm celebration, of Me Kew era. The of f-tne-rec- P 


the Kansas City Cit- 
izens Regional Plan- 


ord session for di- stud 


ra rectors of official the : 

ning Council. e planning boerds,c.ll- Chai 

C.McKim Norton, ae ed by Charles B. Ben- | tion 

who heads one of tne ' 4 nett, Director of Arch: 

oldest regional plan- +. $... Pianning in Los sn- grad 
ning associations in . wae 1 hag oe til geles, reached room 


the country - that 
forthe New York ares 
- headed up a program 
which surveyed the 
accomplishments of 
regionalor metropol- 
itan agencies which 
are the outgrowth of 
more recent experi- Biwildered yong 
mentation. J. F. Mc- Mase looliiag at 
Sweeney outlined the the fortune 
work of the Lower 

Peninsula Planning 

Commission in Virgin- 

ia;Tess Sedweek spoke 

for the longer established Niagara Frontier Plaming 
Board; Gale H. Gibson for the Saginaw Valley Plan- 
ning Commission in Michigan; and George H. Smeath 
forthe Weber County-Ogden City Planning Commission 
in Utah. ‘ 

At the last session of tne conference, state 
planning and development as an aid to cities was 
discussed by Felix A. Grisette, Director of the 
North Carolina State Plaming Board,axi Hugh Denney, 
Director of the Missouri State Divisionof Resources 
and Development. This was a joint session with the 
Association df State Planning and Development Agen- 
cies and led directly into tae content of the pro- 
gram scheduled on the following two days for tneir 
second annual conference. : 

In Mr.Grisette's opinion a state planning and 
development board "should be an organized «gency 
whose sole purpose is to aid, encourage, stimulate 
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Meutet Palaces and other = guests. 


5 cxpacity early in tne iO’ 
es evening and became, 
in effect, a general 
—— session of the con- Shor 
ff ference. Iowa 
PA a Late on Tuesday — gong 


Ke nitdic Row = / MP Sa" afternoon the Dayton F plan 


ad ane Development District facu 
JF gavea cocktail party ing, 
for participants in scap 
the conference pro- Iowa 
gram, ASPO of:icers, Elwo. 
side: 
—Anatole A. Solow Those persons who Yonr: 
stayed over for the tor | 
tour on Thursday were rewarded by au interestin 
day of sight-seeing and a luncheon party as guests 
of The Proctor and Gamble Company at the Maketewah r 
Country Club. 
Two exhibits of excellent cxliber were set up 


y, 
F 


for the entire week - one on city plannins, the = 
other (sponsored by ASPDA) on state planning and 170 
development. Excellent cooperation was received ‘0 
from Walton R. L. Taylor, Executive Secretary of ws 


the Citizens Planning Association and Mary Hesse, 
Director of Sales of tne Netherlund Pleza Hotel. 

Finally, but not least: at no other confer- 
ence in recent yearshas there been such hospitable 
entertuinment for the wives of tne delegutes. - 

All papers presented at tne conferences and 
reportsof the discussion sessions will be available 
by fall in a book entitled Planninz 1947. Copies 
will be sent to all members. (BT) 
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ST. LOUIS ADOPTS NEW PLANNING ORDINANCE 


The city of St.Louis has adopted an ordinance 
providing for the creation of a city plan commis- 
sion to consist of fifteen members,six of whom are 
ex officio, and nine of whom are appointed by the 
payor. The commission is to make and adopt a com- 
prehensive plan forthe physical development of the 
city.It may adopt the planas a wholeor in part after 
at least one public hearing.The ordinance provides 
for the establishment of an official map after the 
adoption of a major street plan. It also provides 
that no permit shall be issued for any building or 
structure within the lines of a mapped street. 


YALE PLANNING STUDENTS AID WESTPORT, CT. 


Several months ago the citizens of Westport, 
Connecticut, became alarmed over what seemed a more 
than ordinarily critical traffic and parking prob- 
lem and over the possibility of large commercial, 
residential,and industrial areas falling into dis- 
use and blight. the Westport Citizens’ Planning Asso- 
ciation and town officials asked Yale University's 
Section on City Planning to help devise solutions. 

More than fifty undergraduate professional 
students and five graduate students are at work on 
the study udder the direction of Christopher Tunnard, 
Chairman of the Section on City Planning. In addi- 
tion to the work of students in the Department of 
Architecture, Mr. Tunnard has enlisted aid from 
graduate students in law and sociology. 


lOWA COMMUNITY PLANNING SHORT COURSE 


A very successful Town and Community Planning 
Short Course was held at Iowa State College, Ames, 
Iowa, during the middle of April. Over 100 per- 
sons registered, consisting mostly of mayors, city 
plan commission members and officials, as well as 
faculty members from departments of civil engineer- 
ing, sociology, economics, architecture and land- 
scape architecture. The course was sponsored by 
Iowa State College under the direction of Philip 
Elwood,and the Iowa League of Municipalities. Out- 
siders who participated were J. Franklin Bonner of 
Wonroe County, New York;and Floyd Jennings, Direc- 
tor of Planning, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 


STEPS IN DERIVING PROJECTED POPULATION 
FOR 1950 
SUMMARY FOR TOTAL POPULATION 




















POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


Atlanta, Georgia: Planning Administrator 
wanted with considerable experience in land 
use studies, preparation of haster Plan, etc., 
by the Fulton County Planning Commission.Salary 
$6,000 to $8,000.Write to Robert H. White, Jr., 
Chairman, or to Courtland Gilbert, Fulton County 
Planning Commission, 412 Court House, Atlanta 
3, Georgia. 


Baltimore County, Maryland: Director of 
Planning with Baltimore County Planning Commis- 


sion. Seeking city-county planner to initiate 
and develop County Master Plan.Top salary to be 
paid acceptable candidate. Write to Mr. Wil- 
liem W. MacVicar, c/o Court House, Towson, 
Maryland. 


Detroit,Michigan: Intermediate City Plan- 
ner positions, Detroit City Plan Commission, 
paying from $3,492 to $3,968 per year, (prob- 
ably plus a cost-of-living increase beginning 
July lst). Write George F. kmery, Vetroit Ci- 
ty Plan Commission, 1214 Griswold Street, De- 
troit 26, Michigan. 


Detroit, Michigan: Head City Planner, 
salary $6821 to $7649.A Civil Service Examina- 
tion will take place on July 10, 1947, in De- 
troit and such other places as are convenient 
to applicants. Write Detroit Civil Service Comm. 


Maplewood, New Jersey: Township of Maple- 
wood, New Jersey, wants a planner with two or 
more years of experience in local planning to 
work full time under the direction of the Maple- 
wood Planning Committee. Salary $3500 to $4500 
per year. It is possible that a planning con- 
sultant will be called in from time to time. 
Send letter outlining educatiomiland experience 
background to E. L. Barbehenn, Assistant Town- 
ship Engineer, Municipal Building, 574 Valley 
Street, Tagmship of Maplewood, New Jersey. 


SITUATIONS WANTED 


A number of students of city planning at 
Yale and other colleges want work during the 
summer. If you need part-time help during the 
summer, please advise ASPO and we will send 








you names and background information. 





POPULATION IN WASHINGTON, D. C. AREA 


The estimated total popuiationof the washing- 
ton, D. C. metropolitan area on July 1, 1946, was 
1,255,000, of which 843,000 were in the city of 
Washington and 412,000 in the surrounding metropol- 
itan area. The metropolitan population is an in- 
crease of 35.4 per cent overthe populationon April 
1, 1940. The increase in Washington, D. C. is 27.1 
per cent,and in the remainder of the area 56.1 per 
cent. 
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LEGISLATION—PROPOSED 
State 


Illinois:Inter-State tietropolitan Cooperation. 
H.B.460.This bill would create a commissionof three 
members tobe appointed by the Governor,who shall, in 
connection with a similer commission,lewfully cre- 
ated by the State of Missouri,have the duty of pre- 
paring a programfor the development of the Missouri- 
Illinois metropolitan area,(St.Louis). The commis- 
sion would be authorized to plen,construct,maintain, 
own and operate bridges and tunnels,airports, ter- 
minel fecilities,sewerage and drainage facilities. 


Missouri: This bill would authorize creation 
of a commission,consisting of three Missourians to 
be appointed by the Governor, for the purpose of 
preparing plans for development of the St. Louis- 
East St. Louis metropolitan area in conjunction 
with a similar commission lawfully created by the 
State of Illinois. Authority would be given the 
commission to construct and maintain bridges, tun- 
nels, airports and terminal facilities for joint 
use by the area. This bill has passed the House 
and is now pending before the Senate of that state. 


Federal 


H. R. 3490. Representative Muhlenberg of Penn- 
sylvania. Would continue the program of the Federal 
Works Agency to provide assistance to localities for 
the preparation of specific public work plans.Pro- 
poses a $50,000,000 appropriation for this purpose. 


LEGISLATION—ADOPTED 
State 


Michigan: S.b.A.155. Creating a department of 
the state government to be known as the Department 
of Economic Development which shall serve to ad- 
vance the welfare and prosperity of the people by 
encouraging and secking the proper useof the state's 
resources and the development of its communities, 
areas and industries dependent thereon, and which 
shall take over the records,property agd responsi- 
bilities of the Michigan Planning Commission. It 
is proposed that there be created a Commission of 
Economic Development which shall be the directing 
body of the Department. The commission shall con- 
sist of 12 members appointed by the Governor, two 
of whom shall represent labor, one from the Senate, 
and one from the House. 


Pennsylvenia:Parking Lots.Authorizes the city 
of Philadelphie to acquire land or property by pur- 
chase, leaseor condemnation for useas parking lot sites. 


Oregon: Rural Zoning,H.B. 418. Provides for 
the appointment of plenning commissions, and for 
zoning, lend use regulation, and subdivision con- 
trol, and forthe issuance of building pemits after 
an affirmative vote of the people in any county. 
Special provisionis made for zoning in an area to- 
taling at least two square miles in a county which 
has rejected zoning by vote, if a majority of the 
voters in that area petition the county court. 
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PERSONALS 


Elken Wiley Groll, who has recently served as 


Urban Develojment Specialist for the National Hous-. 


ing Agency,has resigned and is now associated with 
the private firm of "Airtec" Plenners of Washing- 
ton, D.C.,offering services in architecture, land- 
scape architecture and city planning with speciali- 
zation in airfield design. 





Richard May, formerly with the Philadelphia 
City Planning Commission, is now associeted with 
Webb and Knapp in New York City. 





ElRoy Nelson has resigned his position with 
the U.S. Department of Commerce and Denver Univer- 
sity to accept the position as associate director 
of the Bureau of Research of Utah University, ef- 
fective July lst. 





John C. Partyka, who served in the armed 
forces until October 1946,has returned to the staff 
of the Detroit City Plan Commissionas intermediate 
city planner. 





Sherwood L. Reeder, who has been serving as 
director of the Master Planning Division for the 
City Planning Commission of Cincinnati, has been 
named executive secretary of the-Citizens Planning 
Association, to succeed Walton R. L. Taylor. 





Sir Ernest Simon of Manchester, England, 
was made a Baron in the 1947 New Year's Honours 
List. 





Fredrick R. Storrer, who has served the city 
of Dearborn, Michigan,for twenty-two years as city 
engineer, and secretary of the Plan Commission, has 
opened an office for the private practice of engi- 
neering and planning in Desrborn, Michigan. 





Walton R. L. Taylor, executive secretary of 
the Citizens Planning Association (who rendered 
extraordinary servicein arranging for the National 
Planning Conference in Cincinnati), has resigned 
effective May 15th, and joined the staff of the 
Cincinnati Bureau of Governmental Research. 





John Jay Thomas, who formerly served as plan- 
ning technician with the Michigan State Planning 
Commission, is now planning engineer for Alameda 
County at Oaklend, California. 





Leonard Wayman, formerly city planner with 
the Chicago Plan Commission, has opened an office 
with Ray Stuermer for the practice of architecture 
and engineering in the city of Chicago. 





Roger Wilcox, who recently completed his work 
for his Master's Degree in City Planning at MIT, 
has joined the staff of the Regional Plan Associs- 
tion, Inc., of New York. 





Garland A. Wood has been appointed city plan- 
ner for the Richmond, Virginia, Planning Commis- 
sion. 
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ILLEGAL ACTION BY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 


"During the past two wonths, the Zoning Board 
of Adjustment has granted two permits for public 
sales and service garages with gasoline filling 
station facilities along Manchester Street in the 
area under consideration. The first of these in- 
volves a 290' x 270' x 150' triangular lot in the 
Y formed by the junction of Manchester Street and 
Bleck Hill Road near the river bridge. The second 
location is directly across the main highway on the 
northerly side of Manchester Street on a 230' x 280! 
lot. These permits were granted by ea three to two 
vote of the board. 

Apparently the majority of the Zoning Board 
was of the opinion that this action constituted a 
proper variance of the termsof the zoning ordinance. 
The Planning Board failsto concur in this position 
and holds that the Board of Adjustment exceeded the 
authority granted it under zoning law when the 
board permitted these commercial uses to be estab- 
lished in an agricultural district. In fact, the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment, by granting these uses 
in an agricultural district, has re-zoned the area 
for business purposes, and has usurped the zoning 
powers which under law are reserved exclusively to 
the city's legislative body,the Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen. Having granted two such uses, the Board 
of Adjustment has placed itselfin a position where 
it can no longer justify denying further requests 
for business usesof similar or no more objectional 
nature in this area. 

It woulc seem, therefore, that the Zoning 
Board of Adjustment, having exceeded its authority 
and having had its action questioned,is seeking to 
have the proper zoning authority,the Board of Mayor 
and Aldermen,legitimize its extra-legal activities 
with respect to the two cases in question in order 
that it may be spared future embarrassment of the 
"you did it for them, why not me?" variety. 

It is high time for the city's legal depart- 
ment to point out tothe Zoning Board that its quasi- 
judicial duties are definitely limited and that it 
does not possess the power to make law by re-zoning 
the city at its discretion under the guise of a var- 
iance. The point cannot be made too strongly that 
it definitely is not the business of the Board of 
Adjustment to determine in what directions if any 
the commerciel areas of the city should be expanded 
and then proceed to implement its decisions by grant- 
ing permits accoraingly,as it has done in this in- 
stance." (Manchester Street Zoning Study by the 
City Planning Board of Concord, New Hampshire.) 





PLANNING PROGRESS IN FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA 


Vernon Irish, planning engineer, has recently 
sent us a copy of an integrated street system for 
Fargo. (Not available for cistribution.)He writes 
that the city is replannirg a section of the town 
approximately a mile by a half mile square as part 
of an industrial plan, and also an extended resi- 
dential development. The street planis being for- 
mally adopted, but has already been operating, so 
thet the cityis in process >.f acquiring over seven 
miles of right-of-way. 


A NOTE FROM GERMANY 





"As I go about in Germany visiting one of 
these destroyed cities after another,I cannot help 
being impressed with the enormous challenge which 


this situation presents to the "planner." One can 
see a "city of workers" before one's inner eye, a 
new city of light and gaity, even though quite 
modest; but unfortunately I find virtually no sign 
of imaginative planning. There is a good deal of 
telk about plans, but most of them are either non- 
existent or quite conventional. In the meantime, 
the exigencies resulting fromthe lack of materials 
are producing appellingly atrocious results. It 
seems to me that it is tremendously important for 
people like yourself, Gropius and Wagnér to come 
to the rescue,to supply some real spirit, a little 
bit of which would probably stimulate others here 
to follow. What all this adds up to is a two-fold 
suggestion. First,could not you get together half 
a dozen to a dozen people to discuss this and what 
might be done about it? Second, would you consi- 
der being willing to come here for a series of 
lectures as a visiting expert and/or any of the 
others? We are now getting a program here for 
such visiting experts which brings them, takes 
care of them while they are here, and pays them a 
reasonable fee. If you are interested, I would 
take the matter up with the people in charge of 
this program with whom I amin close touch."(A let- 
ter from C. J. Friedrich.) 


RUTGERS UNIVERSITY OFFERS COURSES 
IN CITY AND REGIONAL PLANNING 


Beginning this fall, the College of Engineer- 
ing at Rutgers University will offer courses in 
city and regional planning. A bachelor's degree in 
city planning will be given at the end of a four- 
year course. The work is under the direction of 
Dr. E. B. Wilkens, Professor of City and Regional 
Planning. 

During the first year, courses will be given 
in English, wathematics, history, civil engineer- 
ing. During the second year there will be courses 
in economics, sociology, planning and history. In 
the third and fourth years there will be courses 
on American government and sociology, planning de- 
sign, public finance, municipal government, laws, 
and general planning problems.For further informa- 
tion, write to Dr. Wilkens. 


IF YOU LIVE IN THE SHADED AREA, YOUR CHILDREN PLAY IM THE STREET 











In accordance with the motion passed at the 
Tuesday afternoon session of the "young planners" 
group, a further meeting of the group was held at 
7:30 P.M. to draw up a draftof principles for sub- 
mission to local groups. Mr. John M. Ducey acted 
as chairman. The group used as the basis of dis- 
cussion the "resolution for consideration by the 
conference" which had been adoptedat the afternoon 
session by the participants acting as individuals. 


Statement of Principles 


Planners have the responsibility of putting 
forward those planning principles and practices 
which go beyond day-to-day pxlliative measures deal- 
ing only with the symptoms of the disorganization 
of our environment. Tne efforts of planners, no 
matter how well-trained, capable, or enthusiastic 
they may be,will be futile if they are confined to 
what can be done within the framework of existing 
administrative practices,or the dictates of "prac- 
tical" political expediency. 

We therefore go on record as supporting the 
following minimum principles: 

1. The goal of planning is a decent, secure, and 
full life for the people. Planners should there- 
fore support those planning measures which work 
toward these aims and protest the use of the term 
"planning" to dignify measures which do nothing 
more than preserve property valuesor protect vest- 
ed interests. 

2. Pianning must be carried on within functional 
areas as wide as the problems which it attempts to 
meet. City plans, to be effective, must be form- 
lated and applied within a metropolitanar regional 
framework. Urban redevelopment and land-use plan- 
ning within the corporate limits of a city must be 
considered asan integral partof the whole develop- 
ment of the city and its metropolitan area.Specif- 
ically, the clearance of congested central areas 
cannot be successfully carried out without the si- 
multaneous planning and control of the development 
of outlying areas. 

3. Where the needs of the people cannot be met by 
private enterprise,they must be met by government. 
Cities should acquire land both within and outside 
their corporate limits and mke leaseholds available 


PLANNING PRINCIPLES: SUBMITTED AT NATIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE 








to public, cooperative, and private development 
agencies under controlled conditions and definite 
use standards. The adoption of municipal land pol- 
icies designed to conserve the natural amenities for 
living remaining around our citiesand to re-create 
good living conditions where they have been sacri- 
ficed through speculative development is essential 
to sound city growth. As a part of municipal land 
policy, land once acquired for purposes of sium 
clearance should be retained in municipal omership 
and leased, rather than sold, to developers. 

4. It is the responsibility of planners to work for 
public support of political, administrative, and 
legislative action to solve problems within their 
professional competence. A comprehensive housing 
program is critically needed now. To this end 
planners should support,on the national level, the 
Taft-Ellender-Wagner bill as a beginning towards 
the solution of this problem. On the local level, 
planners should support measures based on the fol- 
lowing principles: 

a. For those who cannot payan economic rent, 
the local governments should initiate public hous- 
ing projects,meking full use of federal, state and 
municipal financing. 

b. The municipality should support by its 
land policies, cooperative and limited-dividend 
projects for those who are barely able to pay an 
economic rent. 

c. Upper income housing which is competitive 

with ordinary private housing should remain a com- 
petitive activity without special aids under the 
guise of urban redevelopment or otherwise. 
5. It is the function of planners to find optimum 
solutions. To this end planners must often ques- 
tion a priori assumptionsand minimum standards and 
attempt to replace them with objective standards 
scientifically determined. 

John M. Ducey,Chicago; J. Marshall Miller,New 
York City; Hugo Leipziger-Pearce, austin, erie o. 
Hendrickson, Detroit; K. k. Womack, Jr., Chicago; 
David Vega-Christie, Lima, Peru; Donald Monson, 
Detroit;Astrid A. Monson, Detroit; Herman G. Berk- 
man, Chicago; Thomas D. Schocken, Detroit; Joseph 
D. Hoffman, Chicago; Linwood W. Dodge, Chicago; C. 
Bert Strandberg, Chicago; Wilfred G.Winholtz, Chi- 
cago. 








ADDITIONAL POSITION AVAILABLE 


Giendale,California: Glendale is conduct- 
ing a nation-wide searchfor a planning director 
to be auministrative head of a new planning 
division as well as technical advisor to the 
planning commission. Salary $7000 per year to 
the planning director who is qualified to be 
responsible for the development, direction and 
supervision of a comprehensive city planning 
program. The selection of the man to fill this 
position will be under the direction of the 
Civil Service Commission. Send statements of 





qualifications to Civil Service Commission,613 
East Broadway, Glendale, California. 














IDLEWILD AND LA GUARDIA AIRPORTS TO 
PORT OF NEW YORK AUTHORITY 


The city of New York has signed an agreement 
with the Port of New York Authority turing over 
the New York airports, including Idlewild and La- 
Guardia, to the Port Authority on a 50-year lease. 
The Port Authority will pay the city a minimum an- 
nual rental of $350,000 a year for the first ten 
years, and $450,000 for the remaining forty years. 
The agreement becomes effective June 1, 1947. The 
Port Authority plans to spend almost #200,900,000 
on the long-term development of the New York air- 
ports. It will make emergency repairs to the pre- 
sent terminal building at LaGuardia Field. It is 
estimated that by 1955, regional air traffic will 
include more than 25,000,000 passengers. 
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TOLL ROADS DON'T PAY OFF 


A monthor so agothe editor of a New Hampshire 
newspaper wrote the Public Roads Administration for 
its opinion on toll roads. Were they financially 
desirable? Did they provide adequate service? 

In reply, Commissioner Thomas H. MacDonald of 
PRA wrote:"Our views as presented in Toll Roads and 
Free Roads remain substantially unaltered. Even in 
the particular instances in which traffic can be at- 
tracted to toll highways sufficientin volume to re- 
pay the costsof financing,constructionand operatim, 
we regard the toll device as an inadvisable and ex- 
pensive expedient.So far as we know,thereis no ex- 
isting toll road (except some short roads built to 
afford tourist access to mountain tops and coastal re- 
sorts)on which earings have been sufficient to cov- 
er all costsof the undertaking.It is not generally 
understood that the Pennsylvania Turnpikewas subsi- 
dized by a substantial PWA grant amounting to $29, 
250,000 of the original cost of $71,500,900." 

Mr.MacDonald went on to point out that a toll 
road can't provide complete service because it has 
to exclude local traffic, which requires parallel 
facilities. "Some usage is inevitably discouraged 
by the heavy charge exacted in toll.How heavy that 
charge may be would be appreciatedif it were under- 
stood that a rate of one cent a mile payable for 
passenger automobiles - the rate depended upon in 
most of the proposals - is equivalentto a gasoline 
tax of from 12 to 16 cents a gallon." 

To the editor's question of whether there might 
not be organized pressure for toll roads from power- 
ful financial interests, Mr. MacDonald wrote: "It 
generally appears that opposition to gas taxes and 
their increases arises from the petroleum industry 
rather than from the consumers of gasoline who 
actually pay the tax...You ask if I think there is 
any foundation for your assumption...Isn't that a 

purely rhetorical question?" 


AIA AWARD TO TVA 


The American Institute of Architects at its 
recent meeting in Grand Rapids, Michigan, made an 
award to the Tennessee Valley Authority for dis- 
tinguished achievement in planning. This is the 
first ATA award given in recognition of the team- 
work accomplishment of an organization as opposed 
to the accomplishment of an individual. 

The citation which accompaniedthe award reads 
as follows: "We would honor a group of individuals 
who have achieved by their coordinated effort what 
no individual could ever achieve. We here look be- 
yond the narrower concept of fine arts - achieve- 
ments on canvesor in stone - to a wider concept of 
those arts,arts that shape men's physical environ- 
ment end shape it for the better. 

"In flood control,power development, architec- 
ture,inland waterways, soil conservation, anu wany 
other categories, the development of the Tennessee 
Valiey is an impressive accomplishment. 

"In recognition of distinguished achievement by 
an organization in the field of planning,the Amer- 
icen Institute of Architects presents this Citation 
to the Tennessee Valiey Authority." 


NEW TOWN OF ZWELITSHA 


M. J. Mitchell, Town Planning Officer in the 
Directorate of Housing, Pretoria,South Africa, has 
sent us a copyof the plan for the new town of Zwe- 
litsha, which is situated near Kingwilliamstown. 
This is to be the pilot town in the new government 
policy to arrest the spread of the landless natives 
to the urban areas by giving them their own native 
towns planned on sound hygienic lines, to be ulti- 
mately run by the natives themselves through an 
elected body. The plan proposed is for an ultimate 
population of 10,000 persons. The main source of 
employment will be in the Industrial Development 
Corporation's textile factory immediately opposite 
the town. 








¥ 
} 
“4 
3 
it 


a 
| 


a 
a 


PLANNED FR Mr ssa 0 
us 





NATIVE : 4 etntieliintint WATIOWAL ROUSING AND PU ANAM 
or Naf —— ne COMMISSION 

Zw ELETTSHA stax AT meee 
MENGWHE ESAS POW >it eS 








PLANNING REFRESHER COURSE IN ENGLAND 


The three-month refresher course of the Asso- 
ciation for Planning and Regional Reconstruction 
has recently been expanded toa twelve-month course. 
Although economists,geographers, etc., will be ad- 
mitted,only those graduates with previous qualifi- 
cations as architects or engineers will be exempt 
from the qualifying examination of the British Tom 
Planning Institute. 

This seems a good time to remind our members 
that the Association(34 Gordon Square,London,W.C.1, 
England) offers an excellent correspondence course 
in planning. It is open to Americans. 


HUGH T. THOMSON 


| Member Orange County Planning Commission 
January 1930 to January 1946 


We, the undersigned, wish to express to you our appreciation for the inspiring lead- 
| ership and friendly helpfulness in your perf ¢ of the following public services: 
@ Charter Member of the Planning Commission from January 1930 to January 1946. 
€ Chairman of the Planning Commussion from January 1942 w January 1946. 


@ Pioncering the field of planning so that the citizenry of the County of Orange might have 
for che furure a berter community in which co live 











€ Devotion to public responsibility without comp 
@ Giving of ime and effort so that the planned growth of Orange County would be 
1g 60 consistent and practical plans 





@ Mutual effort in the development of Orange County | 


suPeAVisORS 
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Nonconforming Use;What Constitutes Discontinuance? 

Dorman v. Mayor and City Council of Baltimore 
et al, Court of Appeals of Maryland, 51 Atlantic 
(2d) 658, The property involved in this litigation 
was used as a junk yard fora great many years. 
Part of the property was destroyed in 1942. The 
facts are complicated and disputed as to whether 
there was a4 discontinuance of the junk yard use as 
claimed by the owner of abutting property. The de- 
cision turned on whether the lower court had erred 
in refusing to accept certain testimony, and was 
therefore indecisive. 

The decision,however,contains some excellent 
stetenents with respect to discontinuance of non- 
conforming uses. "This court has in a number of 
cases passed upon questions as to existence, con- 
tinuance or abandonment of a nonconforming use. An 
existing business use ordinarily combines two fac- 
tors, (a)construction or adaptability of the prop- 
erty for the purpose and (b) use of it within the 
purpose. . .The questionof abandonment - or change 
of use - must be similarly approached. Abandonment 
depends upon concurrence of two factors,(a) an in- 
tention to abandon and (b) some overt act, or some 
failure to act, which carries the implication that 
the owner does not claim or retain any interest in 
the subject matter. Time is not an essential ele- 
ment, but may be evidence of intention to abandon 
and may be consideredin connection with acts mani- 
festing such an intention." 

The court went onto say that the right to the 
continuation of a nonconforming use is not a per- 
petual easement to make a use of one's property 
detrimental to his neighborsand forbidden to then. 
"The mere cessation of the use for a reasonable 
period does not of itself work an abandonment, but 
once the abandonmentis clearly indicated by inten- 
tion and action, or failure of action for a suffi- 
cient period of time, then the owner has lost his 
right to the nonconforming use, and must use his 
property only in conformity with the uses allowed 
to other properties in the neighborhood. Were the 
law otherwise an owner could keep his property in 
@ nonconforming class forever, which would be en- 
tirely contrary to the policy underlying zoning 
(ordinances)." 





Nonconforming Use: What Constitutes an Extension. 
Stripping of Soil. 

Town of Billerica v. Quinn, Supreme Judicial 
Court of massachusetts,Middlesex( January30J947) 
71 Northeastern (2d) 235, The town sought to en- 
join the defendant from stripping the loam from a 
tract of about 19 acresof land in violation of the 
town's zoning lew. The zoning law took effect on 
August 1, 1945. On July 29, the defendant placed a 
steam shovel on the premises, and stripped the top 
soil from an area 30 to 35 feet wide. He piled the 
soil upon the lot. His purpose was to sell the 
loam. He asserts that by reasonof what he did be- 
fore the law became effective, he acquired an ex- 
isting use under which he can strip the entire 
acreage. The town, on the other hand, contends 
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that any further stripping would be an extension 
of the use,end therefore a violation of the zoning 
law. The judge recognized the defendant's right 
to remove the loam that was stripped and piled be- 
fore the law took effect, but enjoined any further 
stripping. 

The Supreme Court said, "It is plain that the 
Legislature intended that existing uses should be 
preserved. It is equally plain that under tne 
statute and the by-law they are notto be extended. 
The difficulty comes in reconciling these propo- 
sitions where the use consists in stripping loam 
for sale..." Nothing in the statute or by-lew in- 
dicates the legislative intent to subordinate the 
zoning principle in favor of existing uses of such 
character that they cannot be continued without 
extending them. The court said, "We cannot at- 
tempt now to ley down a rule applicable to all 
cases...The mere intention to strip the remainder 
of the land did not amount to an existing use of 
it.* 


Single Residence; Reasonableness of Zoning. 

De Bartolo v. Village of Oak Park, Supreme 
Court of Illinois, 71 Northeastern (2d) 693. Pe- 
titioner was the owner of a one and one-half story 
residence about 22 feet in width and 30 feet deep, 
located in the village of Oak Park, Illinois. The 
village was zoned in September 1921 by a comprehen- 
sive zoning ordinance. Petitioner's property was 
placed in a single residence zone.Within her block 
there were two two-family dwellings,and in the op- 
posite block there were two two-family dwellings, 
all erected prior to the adoptionof the zoning or- 
dinance. Property adjacent to hers was zoned for 
commercial purposes. Petitioner filed an applica- 
tion to permit her to remodel her home and make it 
a two-family apartment building. The application 
was denied. The lower court found the zoning or- 
dinance unreasonable. 

The Supreme Court said: "It is axiomatic that 
zoning must begin somewhere and end somewhere. Some 
property in a commercial zone must be near,or even 
adjoin, property in a residential zone. The very 
nature of a zoning ordinance requires that certain 
desirable neighborhoods adjoin others which are 
less desirable." The Supreme Court found that the 
zoning was not unreasonable,and reversed the lower 
court. 





Farming: What Constitutes. 

Stout et al v. Mitschele et al, Supreme Court 
of New Jersey (April 11, 1947), 52 Atlantic (2d) 
422. The property in question, locited in the 
Township of Livingston, New Jersey, had previously 
been used as a dairy farm. Subsequently, the ower 
gave up the dairy business and went into the busi- 
ness of raising horses. The property was zoned for 
residential purposes,but the court held that it 
had been a nonconforming use,and that farming could 
therefore be continued. The court also held that 
the raising of horses and tae sale of a by-product 
for medicinal purposes constituted farming. 
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Filling Station 


(ZONING NOTES CONTINUED) 


Disallowed in Area Where Five Al- 





reedy Exist. 


Hoffman v. 
et al, Court of Appeals of Maryland, 51 Atlantic 
(2d) 269. Petitioner filed an applicetion to erect 
a gasoline filling station inthe city of Baltimore. 
The petition was denied by the building engineer, 
and was denied by the Board of Zoning Appeals to 
which it was referred. Testimony showed that the 
area was of mixed occupancy with a consicerabie 
amount of residential use,with a mixture of indus- 
triel and business uses. Testimony also showed 
that there are already five gasoline filling sta- 
tions in the neighborhood of the property herein 
involved. The peculier aspects of this case are 
that the legislature has authorized the city to 
confer power upon the zoning board to grant appli- 
cations for filling stations. "From the very be- 
ginning of zoning in Baltimore city an application 
for a permit to erect & filling ststion was treated 
differently from applications for other uses, thus 
emphasizing the caution to be exercised ir the con- 
sicereation of an application fora filling sta- 
tion." 

Another peculisrity is that the Board of Fire 
Commissioners, the Commissioner of Health, the Po- 
lice Commissioner, and the Chief Engineer of the 
city all saw no objection to this particuler fill- 
ing station. The court held that the Board of Zon- 
ing Appeais was not bound by the findings of the 
public officiels mentioned above. It held further 
that a reasonable conciusion can be draw that the 
mumber of filling stations in the area of the site 
of the proposed filling station has reached the 
saturation point, and that the Board of Appeals 
could well hold if a filling station is erected up- 
on the proposed site thatit will constitute a men- 
ace to the safety and security of the residents in 
that locslity. The decision of the Board of Zon- 
ing Appeals was affirmed. 


Mayor & City Council of Baltimore 


Building Inspector Enforces Zoning Ordinance: Is 
Not Bound by Sanitary Code: Tannery. 
Great Lakes Tanning Companyv. City of Milwau- 








kee et al, Supreme Court of Wisconsin (February 25, 
1947), 26 Northwestern (2d) 152. In January 1946, 
the Great Lakes Tanning Company was granted a per- 
mit by the building inspector of the city of Mil- 
waukee to construct, equip and operate a tannery 
in the city of Milwaukee. The building selected 
had previously bem occupiedas a waste paper twila- 
ing. The area is classified as heavy industry un- 
der the Milwaukee zoning ordinance,and is surround- 
ed by foundries, a steel stamping company, con- 
crete building block manufacturers, etc. A major- 
ity of the miidings within a radiusof four blocks 
are, however, used for residentiel purposes. 

After the permit was issued the attention of 
the building inspector was called to the sanitary 
code of the city of Milwaukee which provides that 
No tennery shall be erected within four blocks of 
&@yublic or parochial school, or where a majority 
of the buildings within a radiusof four blocks are 
devoted to residential purposes. Thereafter, the 








permit originally granted was revoked by the build- 
ing inspector. 

The court held that the building inspector 
was given no discretion in the premises,and has no 
power t» use his certificate as a means of enforc- 
ing ordinances having nothing to do with the zon- 
ing code. 


Nonconforming Use; Continuation. 

Mayor and City Council of Baltimore v. 
et al, Court of Appeals of Maryland (February 12, 
1947), 51 Atlantic (2d) 273. The Gittings Auto 
Service acquired a parcelof lend consisting of 143 
acres in the city of Baltimore on April 28, 1941, 
intending to establish at that locetion an auto 
dismantling yard. The property was located ina 
second commercial use district.In July 1941 a per- 
mit was issued. On December 12, 1941, the zoning 
ordinance was amended to exclude from the second 
commercial district any automobile dismantling, 
salveging, or wrecking yards. In March 1946 
the zoning enforcement officer revoked the per- 
mit. on the ground that it had not been exercised 
within 12 months from the date on which it was 
granted. 

The whole question here was whether the evi- 
dence showed that the property had been used for 
dismantling purposes. The owner said he had dis- 
mantled two cars. Surrounding property owners said 
that no cars had been dismantled. 

The court held:"We hold that dismantiing cars 
on two occasions, on a vecant lot wholly unadapted 
for the conduct of a business, does not establish 
for existing use within the meaning of the ordi- 
nance. 
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Zoning Would Stop This 








NOTHING WE 
CAN DO ABOUT IT- 
SINCE WE DON'T 
HAVE ZONING 
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ASPO does not have copies of the following publications 


for distribution.Address requests directly to publishers. 


COUNTY TOWN. 
Worcester. 
and P. Sargant Florence. Published by John Murray, 


A Civic Survey for the Planning of 
Janet Glaisyer, T. Brennan, W. Ritchie 


Distributed in U.5.4. by Trans- 
atlantic Arts Inc., Forest Hills, New York. 1947. 
320pp.illus.maps,charts. $6.30. (American plan- 
ners will find much of value in this classic study 
of an English city. Survey techniques are care- 
fully described and documented. Recommendations 
which are made for each fieldof inquiry - industry; 
transport; city and country side; housing; health, 
public utilities and amenities;retail distribution; 
education; zoning and social grouping - are cal- 
culated to produce full employmentand raise stand- 
ards for living and working.One of the most impor- 
tant planning studies from Britain.) 


London, England. 


REPORT ON OFF-STREET PARKING STUDY FOR THE CENTRAL 
DISTRICT OF SYRACUSE. City Planning Commission, 
301 East Washington Street, Syracuse 2, New York; 
Sergei N. Grimm, Executive Director. March 4,1947. 
20pp.mimeo.illus.maps,charts,tables. (Proposes the 
creation of a parking commission and the acquisi- 
tion of properties within and at the fringe of the 
Central Business District.) 


FOURTH SIX-YEAR FINANCIAL PROGRAM FOR THE FISCAL 
YEARS 1947-48 TO 1952-53. Puerto Rico Planning, 
Urbanizing and Zoning Board, Box 3337, Santurce, 
Puerto Rico; Rafael Picé, Chairman. March 1947. 
79pp.tables. (The third financial program antici- 
pated that bonds would have to be issued in the 
amount of $17 million because of the discrepancy 
between available resources and recommended expend- 
itures in 1947-48. This fourth program indicates 
that appropriations can be made without borrowing 
for the present.) 


TRANSPORTATION: GREATER WINNIPEG. Metropolitan 
Plan - Greater Winnipeg,605 Time Building, Portage 
& Hargrave, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada; Eric W. 
Thrift, Director. 1946. Alpp.maps,tables. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE CALI- 
FORNIA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION. 
California County Planning Commissioners Associa- 
tion,1036 Carol Drive, West Hollywood 46, Califor- 


nia; B. F. Shrimpton, Secretary-Treasurer. 1946. 
LOApp. table. 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASPECTS OF PLANNING AND ZONING AT 


THE LOCAL LEVEL IN LOUISIANA. Lynn H. Andrews. 
From the Louisiana Law Review, Vol.VII, March1947, 
No. 3, p-325-349. Louisiana State University 
Press, University Station, Baton Rouge, Louisiana; 
Secretary, Louisiana Law Review. $1.00. 








THE OAKLAND MASTER PLAN: THE CIVIC CENTER AND LAKE 
MERRITT IMPROVEMENT. Oakland City Planning Commis- 
sion, Room 318, City Hall, Oakland 12, California; 
John G. Marr, City Planning Engineer. 1947. ‘App. 
illus.maps, tables. 
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ZONING APPLIED TO PARKING. Charles S. LeCraw, Jr., 
and Wilbur S. Smith. The Eno Foundation for High- 
way Traffic Control, Inc., Saugatuck, Connecticut. 
March 1947. 47pp.illus.maps,charts, tables. (A 
study of zoning ordinances which provide for off- 
street parking, in relation to dwellings, theaters, 
restaurants, office buildings, etc.) 


TOWN PLANNING FOR CHESHIRE. Technical Planning 
Associates, Inc., New Haven, for The Advisory Con- 
mittee on A Town Plan, Cheshire,Connecticut; Mrs, 
Irving Tier, Chairman. 1947. Unpaged,illus.maps, 


THE POPULATION OF PHILADELPHIA & ENVIRONS AND LA- 
BOR FORCE & EMPLOYMENT ESTIMATES: A PROJECTION FOR 
1950. Population and Economic Research Advisory 
Committee under the auspices of the Institute of 
Local and State Government, University of Pennsyl- 
vania for the City Planning Commission of Philadel- 
phia, 20th Floor,Market Street Natioml Bank Build- 
ing, Juniper and Markets Streets, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania;Robert B. Mitchell,kxecutive Director. 
1946. 42pp. and 43pp.,respectively; tables,charts. 


HUMBOLDT: ITS PEOPLE AND ECONOMY. «a Preliminary 
Survey. Humboldt Municipal Planning Commission 
with the assistance of Tennessee State Planning 
Commission, 432 Sixth Avenue North, Nashville, 
Tennessee; Hayden B. Johnson, ‘xecutive Director, 
March 1947. lOpp.mimeo.graphs, tables. 


DEEP WATER.The New York Marine News Company, Inc., 
26 Water Street, New York, New York. 88pp.illus. 
map,chart. (A series of brief articles gathered 
in book form, with many fine photographs showing 
the advantages of water transport» tion.) 


COMPARATIVE DIGEST OF THE PRINCIPAL PROVISIONS OF 
STaTE URBAN REDEVELOPMENT LEGISLATION. National 
Housing Agency, Office of the General Counsel, 
Washington, D.C. April 1, 1947. 88pp.mimeo. 
(Contains an analysis of all urban redevelv;went 
legislation in the United States. This is the most 
exhaustive analysis to appear so far.) 


A PLAN FOR LA JOLLA. Glenn A. Rick and Charles W. 
Eliot. San Diego City Planning Commission, Room 
260, Civic Center, San Diego 1, California; Glenn 
A. Rick, Planning Director. September 1946. 43pp. 
illus.maps,charts. 


OUR RURAL COMMUNITIES. Laverne Burchfield. Public 
Administration Service, 1313 East 60th Street,Chi- 
cago, Illinois; H. G. Pope, Executive Director. 
1947. 2O0lpp. $2.50. (A guide to the very con- 
siderable body of literature on rural coumunities.) 


TECHNIQUES OF DESIGN FOR OFF STREET PARKING ¥.CTL- 
ITIES. Theodore G. Robinson and Gordon Whitnall, 
4322 Crenshaw Boulevard,Los Angeles 43,California; 
Gordon Whitnall,Consultant, Planning & Government. 
1947. 8pp.charts. 














